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MAR 26 Recd

- 222 rhoenetis ave,
Loral wables, rla..
ounday, merch 1, 1942

pear williem upsurence arieg, L-123 p?

west night 1 went to the house of a girl friend of mine
to get her to come over here for z minor party. when . cam back there s
wes a note in my box, which proved upon inspection to be letter number
five from william waurence Krieg, Greatly to the surprisé of my be-
wildered girl friend . burst into my usual pointless tears. it was she
who pointed out thet the letter did not come in an envelope, and
further thet there was penciled writing on the back, + was too busy
reading it to notice anything, How stupendous of vou to find mr, oledéoe}
1 went around to his house this morning bright and early (most unusual
for me on Bundays, and asttempted futiley ( something's wrong with that
spelling but whet diference will it make in a hundred yearss, to get
some” informetion from him. unfortunstely the darling helpful soul is
one of those vegue people whose answer to everything is "Oh, he's fine®
ory *oh, it's quite a nice nlace". the poor man wse probsbly so over-
whelmed by your ob'd'nt servant s exuberant cttitude that the words
were Knocked clear out of his hesd, end + mist sdmit + wes looking for
& play-by-play déscription of every single thing you said and every
last motiion you mede. But oh my dear how nice to see some one who
had actuelly seen you only a week before; lhe irony of fate is that
people who don‘t realize that you are wod and love and spring and Joy
and genius and quietness should be priveleged to see you while &, who

know all this em forced to envy their very ignorance., varling saint
William, what & ghastly cset-up;

Letter number five ig my favorite letter, smsut to tell
you the truth, which 1 think we have both been avoiding, 4 don't think
1+ have much more than one chance in a million of getting to wagos,

As you point out, we have been enprmously luecky all the way through.

50 many times . wanted to tell you 1 loved vou in wisbon, end each

time 1 thought better of it before i1 did anythine sbout it. How narrow-
1y we missed not saying enything at s#ll. ithat night you finally worked
up enough courage to do go, 1 had definitely made up my mind L never
would, 1 weas so sure you would be kind and sympathetic and completely
negative, How terrible to love come one who is just kind to yous I
think that the faet thet 1 thought ahout the pogsibility of your
taking that asttitude for such a long time hae made me ever so much
more sympathetic to uimmie, snd recently to vames rege, Wwe have been

lucky so fer, but i'm afraid wepe we are up ageinst 2 stone well now,

as much as 1 hate to face the faect, Tell me frenkly what you think,
my deer love, because we might 2s well get used to it if we must,
1'11 wait es long as is necessary, but I hate the waiting with all
my soul, end if it were'nt for the draft hoard . should go so far
as t0 beg you to come to me right now, Thines beine as they are, that is
out of the question. When Mr. sledsoe said that vou seemed lonelv
there .1 thought to myself thet loneliness hes nothing to do with
where you sre, or what is your company, but is a result of your own
state of mind, For 1 2m lonely even in crowds, my deer, all the time,
L Rope it is. a consolation to you when you get to feeling lonely

to kmow thet here in Florida, in the busy geason, with lots of nice
Irienus, z =ood 1ok with intevaectine ond omusine eco-warkers, while

“

et il

*E§T Eu%% i%%e&%etgg?e and usuzlly enjoying myself In a half-hearted
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it's so nice to think sbout getting things for our home, and
of course i ghould love to do it if i1 could through Burdine's, although !
1 don*t quite see how . could through anvy of the wew rork stores. But
L simply couldn:t do it at all if there ig very little hope of my going
over there, unless it were just for you, Think how sad it would be to
buy things for a house 1 wouldntt see: Something like prepering your
own funersl, rlesse omit flowers,etc. thet would be quite beyond my
capacities, Angelpuss. So tell me what makes you so comparitively opte-
imistic ebout the matter, or is it just evading the issue and dresmings

So you wrote to your father, that must have been very dificult.
For some reazson it is hard to be communicative to one's relatives. Last.
week I became communicative with your sister, and hzd to send the letter
off quiekly before L repented of my confidences snd tore up the whole
thing., 1 had been wenting to tell her ever since the second time 1 saw
her that 1 loved her not only heecsuse she was vour sister but also becailse
she was such a lovable person all on her own. oince sending the letter, of
course, 1 have been thinking how undienified it must sound to say that :
you love & person on such a short acquaintance, out such is the case,
roor vanie, £ll i1 do is overwhelm her in one way or senother,

st MR

iou‘'re quite right, we will be happy together no matter where |
we are, And we are wasting perhaps yesre of heppniness, i1t makes me want ¥

to ecream, and assasinate veople, L suppose it doesn't affect you in aquite
so violent & way, for you are a2 czlm person, and 2 saint and my darling,

weturelly + like the fountain, 2nd equelly naturally couldn't
understand ogulie's sttitude at 211,When you are really deeply in love
nothing on heaven or earth or in vour mind can control your actions, s0 &
say boo to vulie because she wasn t re2l® in love, i1his is the first
time i've been in love &nd . think it's a wonderful feeling in spite of
everything.

1

rather hasn‘E done zmrthine shout the references,

Again * lose %11 reticence and beg vou to write to me as often
s possible, sinée you are the bresth of my life and 1 begink to stifle
towards the end of a period without letters., + hopne you got the photo=-
grephs 1 sent you., maybe 1 will live till 1 get the ones you are sending
me, but it-s doubtful =zt thig point.

1t probably doesn-t interest you much, but James rage pro-
posed to me last Sundesy in a burst of heroism. 1 thought 1 had been most
frank sbout my position, too, so + tried not to be too killingly kind and
understanding, following out the theory i1 had learned in wigbon, 1t gave
me a funny feeling, as if i were floating sbout in the air sksmt ten feet
ebove grgound, watching two other peonle, what a messy world it is, with
everybody hanging on to the wrong peonle like so manv links of saussge,
Thefe ought t0 be = super-human grocervman to cut the ssusaged off where
they should be ecut and link them zgain in the right nlaces, i1'm getting
metephysical, =0 1'1ll stop richt there,

1+ am five feet four incheg tell, This is Rpeginning to sound like
the kind of informetion requested in letters to a mamrisge bureau, prown
heir, brown eyes, beautiful shape, ten thousand dollsrs savings, and
part interect in 2 flourishing beer factorv, interected in ectablishing
Eeletions \intentions matrimony) with suitable Foreisn service ufficer, pre-
ferebly one named W,u.nrier, mst be respectsble, under seventy, All
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reasonsble offers promptly attended to, Write to this bureau, and to
the name of +“Beautiful ssby*. Ususlly then you get married to’one of
t4he more promieging prospects, live hapnily ever afterwards for three months,
whereupon your loving spouge ecuts you into fifty five peices for the
ingurance, Well, my znswer to that is that + only have a thousand dollars
worth of insurance, which ought to discourase vou if vou were planning
to be a2 hztchet murderer,

Whet smazing thoughts 1'm heving! i'm just sitting here and
giggling like mad. In the worde of the anonymous poet, it must have been
something 1 et. ur wasn't he a poets

Re the metter of my name after the divorce., As L understand it,
t0 resume yBur maiden name legally, it is necessary to petition a court
of law. By the time this business is nver i1 shall be \no, one says will
a5 1 recall it, so tired of lawe and lawenits and lawyers thst i shall b
\you gee i‘ve given up the shalle-will struggles no strength left for ano-
ther—sueh-worry.—6e- if vou don't mind tooc-awfully 1.1l continue 10 be .
rhilinds gones until the real thing comes along.

——————

My dezr, 1 love you, & love you i1 love you 1 love you L love jyou
1 love vou 4 adore you i1 love vou, i+ could go on like that forever, but
1'd go broke at fifty cents a half ounce, imagine meazsuring love by "the
helf ounce in the first placel it will teke 21l eternity for you to find
out how very deeply i1 love you, end even then you'll just be guessing at
the magnitude of the thing, Sometimes it makes me went to cry, sometimes 4
to go out snd write a poem, sometimes to be = dictator,.sometimes to be &
witless little hausfreu, and on dengerously frequent ocasions, to rush
down to the western union and send vou a cshle telling you all zbout it
at something like a dollar = word, bdneludins the address, That's the sort
of thing 1 have to be on’'the alert against 2t all times. Lf i.could just
touch you and gee you for a mimite or two? Once in a while + imegine thet
you will walk in my door some day, 2nd it will teally be you, and we will
sit dovm on the chairs . covered in red last month, then talk Tor & iew
mimutes., I imegine that you are thirsty, and I go /2nd gét.yow 2 glass of
wine from the kitchen, thinking 2s 1 £o in the kitchen door that this
time when i come out egifl with the bottle and the glasses kkak you will
still ' be sitting there. Only you won't be? because l'm just dreaming, and
you sre eight thousand miles away and can't come to my door., S0 1 go and
get e box of aleenex, which is much better than a handkerchief on those
occasions, romorrow i hzve to nass an examination, and instead of studying
L sm telling i1 went you, whieh is something you alreadv know,I wish 1 knew
the schedules of the planes to uavena and nasseu 2s well as i1 know that
1 chall never be happy till I zm in your arms and biting your left ear,
not 'to mention such irrelevant things 2s putting my hend underneath your
vest\ to feel how your skin is warm under vour shirt, and teking in the
deteils of how your eyes turn up at the corners, and trying desperately
but unsuceesfully to kiss you without bumping noses, 2nd thinking that after
this one's over there's always time for another one, My obpanish professor
confessed to me the other day thet he didn' t'beleive there was such a
thing as love, but uittle audrey just laughed and laughed, because ghe
knew..s But i knew how he felt, for before you came along & used to think
secretly snd frustratingly the very same thing,

mr. algernon tharles Swimburne once remarked that he was wezry
of 'days ‘and hours, blown bude of barren flowers, desires.gnd dreams and
poweres, and everything but sleep. oubstitute the word “you: for the word
~sleep, and yon havé my sentiments exactly., As they e2v on the posteards,

neving wonder time, wish. von were here, Unly 1'm not having a wonderful
time 2% 8.-?-%} g%%- 1"wikh a Rl‘tt&e too C‘ES?.Q.I‘BT,@{Y that vou were hepe’ o 4

were there. ii' !
T - - w—'_."&
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